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PANEL SIGNALS

NOTE: Survivors use liferaft sails to convey signals but any square piece of cloth or canvas with each
side of contrasting colors can be used.

COLOR KEY

 WHITE

 YELLOW

 BLUE

ON LAND: WALKING
IN THIS DIRECTION
AT SEA: DRIFTING

ON LAND: NEED
QUININE OR
ATABRINE
AT SEA: NEED SUN
COVER

ON LAND: NEED
WARM CLOTHING
AT SEA: NEED
EXPOSURE SUIT OR
CLOTHING
INDICATED

ON LAND & AT SEA:
PLANE FLYABLE,
NEED TOOLS

ON LAND & AT SEA:
NEED FOOD AND
WATER

ON LAND: NEED
GAS AND OIL,
PLANE IS FLYABLE
AT SEA: N/A

ON LAND & AT SEA:
NEED MEDICAL
ATTENTION

ON LAND & AT SEA:
NEED FIRST AID
SUPPLIES

ON LAND & AT SEA:
NEED EQUIPMENT
AS INDICATED
SIGNALS FOLLOW

ON LAND: INDICATE
DIRECTION OF
NEAREST
CIVILIZATION
AT SEA: INDICATE
DIRECTION OF
RESCUE CRAFT

ON LAND: SHOULD
WE WAIT FOR
RESCUE PLANE?
AT SEA: NOTIFY
RESCUE AGENCY
OF MY POSITION

ON LAND & AT SEA:
O.K. TO LAND.
ARROW SHOWS
LANDING DIRECTION

ON LAND & AT SEA:
DO NOT ATTEMPT
LANDING
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SURFACE TO AIR VISUAL SIGNALS

Require Assistance V
Require Medical Assistance
or Unable to Proceed (old) ×

No or Negative N
Yes or Affirmative Y

Proceeding In This Direction áá
We Have Found Only Some

Missing Personnel ++
We are not able to continue.

Returning to base. ××
Have divided into two groups.

Each proceding in direction
indicated.

Information received that
aircraft is in this direction

àààà
Require Doctor
Serious Injuries

I
Require Medical Supplies II
Require Food & Water F

Indicate Direction to Proceed K

Aircraft Seriously Damaged

Operation Completed LLL
We Have Found All
Missing Personnel

LL
All Well LL

Require Fuel & Oil L
Not Understood

Require Map & Compass

Require Signal Lamp I
I

Will Attempt Takeoff I>
Nothing found.  Will continue

to search
NN

Require Firearm &
Ammunition

V
V

Require Engineer (old)
Need Repairs

W
Probably Safe To Land Here

International Symbol of
Distress SOS

AIR TO GROUND VISUAL SIGNALS
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SURFACE TO AIR VISUAL BODY SIGNALS


